
Before t h e  Board of Zoning ~ d j u s t m e n t ,  D. C ,  

PUBLIC HEARING -- February 21, 1973 

Appl ica t ion  No. 11280 ~ e i d  A. Dunn, Jr., a p p e l l a n t  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, appe l l ee  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d  by  a vote  of 
3-0, t h e  fo l lowing  Order of t h e  Board w a s  e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting 
of March 20, 1973. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- A p r i l  11 ,  1973 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  permiss ion f o r  a var iance  of s i d e  
yard  requirements  to  e r e c t  a  s i n g l e  fami ly  dwel l ing a t  3149 0 
S t r e e t ,  N.W., Lot 71, Square 1256, b e  GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Subjec t  p rope r ty  is l o c a t e d  i n  an R-3 D i s t r i c t  which 
i s  de f ined  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  a s  an a r e a  of row dwel l ing  
mingled wi th  one family  detached dwel l ings .  

2. A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  p rope r ty  is vacant b u t  i t  is t h e  
proposa l  of t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  e r e c t  a  s i n g l e  fami ly  dwel l ing.  

3. The s u b j e c t  l o t  is 25 f e e t  wide, on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  
l o t  i s  a  commercial parking l o t  f o r  an ad jacen t  drug s t o r e  and 
a p p l i c a n t  is  unable  t o  provide t h e  necessary  e i g h t  f e e t  a s  re -  
q u i r e d  b y  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  a s i d e  yard.  

4. I t  i s  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  p roposa l  t o  b u i l d  a narrow house, 
approximately 70" i n  l eng th  i f  t h e  var iance  from t h e  s t r i c t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  is GRANTED by t h e  Board. 

5. The f i l e  con ta ins  a  l e t t e r  i n  suppor t  from an ad jacen t  
neighbor,  i n  h i s  opinion t h e  var iance  would enable  a p p l i c a n t  t o  
b u i l d  t h e  proposed house and thus  c r e a t e  a  s a f e r  and more 
a t t r a c t i v e  l o t  f o r  t h e  immediate a r e a .  

6. N o  oppos i t i on  was voiced a t  t he  pub l i c  h e a r i n g  a g a i n s t  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  h e r e i n ,  nor were any l e t t e r s  i n  oppos i t i on  sub- 
m i t t e d  t o  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h e  Board 's  cons ide ra t ion .  
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OPINION: 

The Board h a s  reviewed t h e  e n t i r e  r eco rd  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
h e r e i n  and is of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t o  deny t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  
would dep r ive  t h e  owner of a l l  b e n e f i c i a l  use  of h i s  l and ,  t h i s  
we w i l l  n o t  do. 

Although t o  permi t  a p p l i c a n t  t o  b u i l d  t h e  proposed house 
r i g h t  up t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e i g h t  
f o o t  s i d e  yard ,  h a s  become e s p e c i a l l y  repugnant and f r u s t r a t i n g  
t o  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  we a r e  convinced t h a t  j u s t i f i a b l e  
reasons  have been presen ted  which m e r i t  u s  GRANTING t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
t h e  a r e a  var iance .  

We cons ide r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a s  h e  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s  w i th  t h i s  
pe i ce  of p r o p e r t y  under " p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s "  b u t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
no a c t u a l  change i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  neighborhood 
w i l l  come about  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  g r a n t i n g  a p p l i c a n t  t h e  needed 
r e l i e f  i n  which t o  make b e n e f i c i a l  use  of h i s  p rope r ty ,  and 
p r o p e r t y  r i g h t .  

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  a p p e l l a n t  h a s  proved hard- 
s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  var iance  c l a u s e  of t h e  Zoning 
Regulat ions  and t h a t  a  d e n i a l  of t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  p e c u l i a r  and e x c e p t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue 
h a r d s h i p  upon t h e  owner. 

F u r t h e r ,  we h o l d  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can b e  g ran ted  
wi thout  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and wi thout  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impai r ing  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
zone p l a n  a s  embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and Map. 



A p p l i c a t i o n  No.  1 1 2 8 0  

~ p r i l  11, 1973 
PAGE 3 

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED: 

B y :  
GEOR& A.  GROGAN 

S e c r e t a r y  of the B o a r d  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A BUILDING AND/OR ~CCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


